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Swavesey Parish Council

7.30pm
Public Open Forum No members of the public present.

7.31pm Minutes
Parish Council Meeting, held at The Memorial Hall
Monday 23 May 2005, 7.30pm

PRESENT

Mr M Johnston (Chairman)

Councillors :  J Dodson, P Marriott, J Pook, S Rogers, R Owen, J Shepperson, J Tait, W Wright
Clerk : Mrs L Miller

Parishioners : 1 (late arrival)

Community Beat Officer Pc A Jones
Mr J Ayres, Youth Manager, Central S Cambs Patch
Ms V Merryweather, Youth Worker, Central S Cambs Patch

APOLOGIES
A Day, J Foster, County Cllr M Smith

AGENDA 2
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

Mr M Johnston was nominated and seconded for the position of Chairman for the forthcoming
year. Mr Johnston accepted the nominated and was unanimously voted in as Chairman. Mr
Johnston signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman.

Mr Marriott was nominated and seconded for the position of Vice-Chairman. Mr Marriott accepted
the nominated and was unanimously voted in as Vice-Chairman.

AGENDA 3

Code of Conduct
The Clerk reminded Councillors that any changes to their Registration of Interests form need to be
notified to the Clerk and the Register amended within 28 days.

AGENDA 4

Declarations of Interest

Mr Shepperson declared prejudicial interest in Agenda items 12.1 A14 Ellington to Fen Ditton
Improvement Consultation and 13.1 Marshall Specialist Vehicles — Scoping opinion request.

Mr Tait declared a personal interest in Agenda item 7 Election of representative to the Swavesey
Community Football Committee, as he is a member of the Swavesey Institute Football Committee.
AGENDA 5
Minutes and Matters to Report from the Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 25 April 2005 were signed by the Chairman as a true record,
with no amendments.
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Matters to Report

The Clerk had gained advice from Cornhill Insurance and CALC with regard to the request by a
resident to hold a children’s birthday party on the recreation green. If officially requested, then if
the Council approves the request it becomes an official event, which has to have public liability
cover by the event organiser. The Council also has to provide guidelines for the use of the green
and has to inspect and monitor the event. In these circumstances Council did not approve the
request. The use of the green is however a public open space and therefore any person is at liberty
to use the green for recreational purposes. The Parish Council has general public liability cover as
part of its Local Council Policy.

AGENDA 6
Youth Activities

The Chairman welcomed Mr Julian Ayres and Ms Viv Merryweather to the meeting. Mr Ayres
explained to the Council how his role as Central South Cambs Patch Youth Manager operated and
his plans for improving youth facilities and activities within the area. The Central S Cambs Patch
includes working with Villages Colleges in Cottenham, Impington and Swavesey, with Cottenham
taking the lead role and being where the Youth offices are based. At present Swavesey has a part-
time youth worker for one day/week at the Village College. Funding is very limited and therefore
Mr Ayres is talking with Parish Councils to discuss possible assistance to increase the youth work
available within each village. Both Cottenham and Histon/Impington Parish Councils do currently
provide funding towards employing youth workers within their parishes.

Swavesey Village College is willing to allow youth facilities to take place within the existing
Youth Centre on the College site, however it is not open for ‘drop-in’ activities in the evening. If
evening facilities are to be permitted, at present the College is stipulating that they must be
structured activities only.

Following further discussion the Parish Council agreed to:

® The Chairman to arrange a meeting with the Village College Principle to discuss future use of
the Youth Centre.

= If there is evidence of a need for the Youth Centre and that village children would support
activities taking place there, then the Parish Council would support it.

= Mr Ayres to consider hiring the Memorial Hall for initial meetings with village teenagers, to
find out what type of activities and facilities they would like and use within the village. With a
view to then putting a proposal for such facilities to take place at the Youth Centre.

= Mr Ayres to put a formal proposal for funding assistance to the Parish Council, to help provide
additional Youth Worker time within Swavesey.

Mr Ayres thanked the Parish Council for inviting Ms Merryweather and him to the meeting. The
Chairman thanked Mr Ayres and Ms Merryweather for attending and hoped that they could work
together to support youth facilities within the village.

The Chairman requested that the Police item be discussed next, as Pc Alison Jones was present and much
of the discussion would follow the Youth problems just discussed. All Councillors agreed.

AGENDA 11 (taken earlier than shown in Agenda)
Police/Crime Report

11.1 Correspondence for information and items for Community Beat Officer

The Chairman reported on events on the recreation green during the evening of Friday 13" May,
which was the last full day of school for the Year 11 Village College Students. Many (the
Chairman estimated well over 100 teenagers) had congregated on the recreation green during the
evening and were drinking. He had received calls of complaint from local residents, as had the
Police. The Chairman, another Councillor and Police Officers attended twice during the evening.
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The following morning there were approx 300 bottles, cans and other items of rubbish strewn all
over the recreation green, which the village handyman and other villagers had had to clear away.
The Chairman asked Pc Jones what action the Police can take during situations such as this, as
many 13-15 year olds were obviously drunk and others could be seen carrying alcohol. The
Chairman also stated that as far as he could see during the evening, no alcohol was confiscated by
the Police, which he thought they should have.

Pc Jones replied that she had not been on duty that evening but had been informed of the events.
The recreation green is a public open space therefore this type of gathering is difficult to stop,
however the Police had tried to disperse the teenagers. PC Jones would speak to the officers who
had attended.

The Chairman asked if the Village College should take more responsibility for the students’ actions
when they leave College. The Chairman would arrange to visit the College Principle to discuss
this.

Concern was expressed that this situation would occur again in a few weeks time, on Sat 25" June,
which is the evening of the Village College Leavers’ Prom. The Clerk to write to the Police to ask
for Police presence in the area when the College Prom finishes.

The Chairman suggested that a letter should be circulated, via the students, to their parents
informing of the events of Friday 13" May and asking them to ensure they know where their
children are and what they are doing on Prom Night. The Chairman to speak to the College
Principle about this.

Similar concerns were expressed regarding the annual visit of the Fair, when teenagers congregate
on the village greens and drink. This to be discussed further on a future Agenda.

A letter also to be written to Histon Sector Inspector asking about the actions taken by the Police on
Friday 13" May and why bottles of alcohol were not confiscated from underage drinkers.

AGENDA 7
Election of Council Representatives to the Village Committees and Charities

(i) Swavesey Fire Relief Fund Charity (Frere Cottages). Mr Tait and Mr Pook were nominated as
Parish Council Representative Trustees for four years, to replace Mr Owen and Mr Parish.

(i) Swavesey Community Football Club. Mr Pook was nominated as Parish Council Representative
on the new Community Football Club Committee.
AGENDA 8
Election of Councillors to Council Committee and Working Parties
(i) Memorial Hall Committee. Mr Johnston, Mr Owen, Mr Shepperson and Mr Wright elected.
(i) Constable’s Rood Committee. Mr Pook and Mrs Rogers elected.
(iii) Finance Working Party. Mr Owen and Mr Dodson elected.
(iv) Personnel Working Party. Mr Foster and Mr Johnston elected.

AGENDA 9
County Council Business

9.1 Traffic Calming. Awaiting reply from CCC with regard to a review meeting for the traffic
calming installations. Confirmation that a Stage 3 Safety Audit will be carried out by CCC on the
give-way feature installed in Over Road.

9.2 Cycleway along Buckingway Road. Reply from CCC giving details of funding for cycleways
and future cycleway routes. Letter to be sent to request that this route, along Buckingway Road, is
added to the list of future cycleway routes for the County Council to consider.
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9.3 Correspondence for information and items for County Councillor
(i) Bus Route, Ramper Road. Confirmation from CCC that a safety audit will be carried out on the
junctions of Middlewatch/Ramper Road and Ramper Road/Over Road. Council requested the
safety audit include the whole length of Ramper Road.
(i) Changes to Whippet Bus Service timetables as of 6 June. Service 15, St Ives-Over (via Swavesey)
will be amended to include extra commuter journeys.
(iii)) Guided Busway — notice that survey work is due to start shortly in this area.
(iv) Corporate Plan — the next four years.
(v) Climate Change Strategy Document.
(vi) Cambridge Core Traffic Scheme — Stage 4 proposals.
AGENDA 10

District Council Business

10.1
@

(i)

(iii)

Correspondence for information and items for District Councillor

Copy of letters from the Leader of the District Council to the Editor of the Cambridge Evening
News, and the Editor’s reply, with regard to recent reporting of District Council meetings.

Letter from the Chief Executive of the District Council about the Government’s proposal to cap the
District’s Council Tax.

Notice about the new Facilities Bank and Touring Film Kit Launch evening, organised by the
District Council — Sawston Village College, 23 June, 7.30pm.

AGENDA 12

Items for Discussion

12.1
@)

Highways
A14 Ellington to Fen Ditton Improvements

Mr Shepperson declared a prejudicial interest in this Agenda item and left the meeting during the
discussion.

Mrs Rogers declared a person interest, as a member of the Swavesey & District Bridleway
Association, with regard to a request made to the Parish Council to include within their comments,
access across the A14 for ‘soft’ traffic, ie bridleway, cycle and footpath provision.

Maps and plans received of the proposed improvements to the A14. List of exhibitions for the area
also circulated. Some Councillors replied that they had been able to attend the exhibition in Bar
Hill on 18" May. Two proposals were exhibited for the Swavesey junction. One with no direct
access to or from the widened A14 at the junction, only access to local parallel roads. Plus an
alternative plan, showing a much larger junction arrangement with direct access to/from the
widened A14.

It was proposed that the Clerk contact the Highways Agency, to request a public exhibition in
Swavesey.

Following discussion it was agreed that the following comments would be returned to the
Highways Agency:

= With increasing industrial and business development taking place and proposed, between the
A14 and Swavesey village, the Parish Council is concerned over the potential volume of traffic
using the Swavesey/Trinity Foot junction. Therefore, although it would be a much larger
junction, the alternative proposal for direct access to and from the A14 at this junction would be
preferable.
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(i)

(ii1)

12.2
@

12.3
@

(i1)
(iii)

(iv)

= The Parish Council expressed concern over heavy traffic, such as HGV’s, using the local
parallel roads to be provided for local traffic, as shown in the first proposal for the Swavesey
junction. This would defeat the object of having a local road.

= As a major Service Station, Cambridge Services, is already located at the Swavesey junction,
heavy traffic will use this Service Station and therefore direct access at the Swavesey junction
should be provided.

® The Parish Council would particularly like to see consideration given to crossing the A14 by
people on foot, cycle and horseback. Even the present flyover is too dangerous for horse-riders
to use and there is no footpath or cycle route across the Al4. People visit and work at the
Cambridge Services from Swavesey and safe access across the A14 is urgently required.

= The Parish Council wishes to request that a separate bridge be provided, to allow a safe crossing
point for pedestrians, cyclists and horse-riders. A possible link could be made between
bridleway routes around Swavesey to bridleway routes around and between Lolworth and
Boxworth. Links for pedestrians and cyclists could also be provided between these villages.

Mr Shepperson rejoined the meeting

A14 Huntingdon to Cambridge proposed 60mph speed limit. Council were unanimously in support
of this proposal.

Overhanging Trees. It had been reported to the Clerk during the past month of overhanging tree
branches along the footpath alongside the traffic calming in Fen Drayton Road. The Clerk had
arranged for the foliage to be cut back. The Chairman asked if the grass and shrubs around
Turnbridge footpath could be tidied up, the Clerk to contact the District Council re this.

Memorial Hall

The Hall Committee Chairman reported on the activities of the Committee during the past year,
main points of which were:

® The Committee had dealt with a number of complaints regarding cleaning, these have now been
resolved and the newly appointed contract cleaners were proving very reliable.

= A survey of the roof condition has been carried out. The tiles will need replacing within a few
years but not immediately. Budget provision will start to be made for this.

= Refurbishment of the old hall. The Committee agreed the priority should be replacing the
windows, then the electrical wiring/heating/lighting, then the ceiling and finally the decoration.

=  This year, 2004-05, has been the first year the hall income has actually reached the planned
budget. The chairman wished to thank the Hall Administrator, who has worked very hard over
the past year to improve the bookings and support the Hall Committee.

Recreation/Playgrounds

Following the presentation from the Community Football Club, the Football Development Plan and
Playing Field Conditions Survey were copied to all Councillors. The Clerk reported that due to the
work required on the football pitch and existing fixture dates, major maintenance work would not
be planned until summer 2006. This summer just the goal mouths would be re-turfed as usual.

RoSPA Play area inspection report received. No priority maintenance requirements.

Market Street Green is rutted, following the barrel rolling and fair. Mr Wright offered to try to
arrange for the green to be rolled.

Play area extension, planning permission. The Play Area Committee will not be able to start work
on the new play area before the existing planning permission for extension land expires on 6" June
2005. The Planning Authority are not able to accept anything other than the laying of the concrete
bases for new equipment as ‘work having started’. Therefore a renewal application will be
required.
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v)

124
@)

12.5

®

(i)

12.6

12.7

®

(i)

12.8

12.9

On behalf of the Play Area Committee, the Clerk asked the Council if it would agree to apply for
renewal of planning permission. There would be a cost of £135.00. Council unanimously agreed
to this.

Play Area funding. The Play Area Committee wished to ask for a cheque to be raised this month,
from the Parish Council for part of the third party funding for the project. The third party funding
for the SITA Environment grant was now required, in order to release the grant funding for the
ground work for the project. A payment of £2,234.71 is required. Council unanimously agreed to
provide the cheque this month.

Village Maintenance

Meridian Marker Posts. The marker post in Cow Fen has been knocked and requires realigning. It
was agreed that the Parish Council should be responsible for the future maintenance of these posts.
The Chairman and Handyman to check the safety of the post in Cow Fen and the other three posts
in Ramper Road, Recreation Green and Station Road.

Handyman

Following the events on the recreation green of Friday 13" May, the Handyman had spent three
hours clearing the rubbish from the green, in total 14.5hrs had been spent over the past month
clearing litter around the village.

The plant tubs will all be replanted during June, the three old tubs in front of the Hall will be
replaced with three new tubs.

Drainage

It was reported that the Environment Agency are carrying out work to Swavesey Drain banks.

Risk Assessments

Management Policy. Document reviewed and updated as required. It was proposed and
unanimously agreed to adopt the 2005 Management Policy, to be reviewed again May 2006.

Memorial Hall. The Hall Committee had reviewed the risk assessment for activities at the Hall and
wished to recommend that the document be adopted immediately. It was proposed and
unanimously agreed to adopt the 2005 Risk Assessment, to be reviewed again May 2006.

Constable’s Rood Committee Report

In order for the Committee to proceed with any planning permission applications that may be
required, proof of land ownership is required. Following a check with CCC Records Office the
Rood is not registered as public open space/village green. It was approved that the Clerk should
check with Land Registry and if the land is not already registered, to register it on behalf of the
Parish Council.

Christmas Tree, Market St Green
Item deferred until next meeting.

AGENDA 13

Planning

13.1
@)

Correspondence

Proposals to relocate Marshall Specialist Vehicles, commercial goods vehicle garage, body shop
and training school to land adjacent to Buckingway Road, Swavesey. Scoping Opinion Request
(Environmental Impact Assessment).

Mr Shepperson declared a prejudicial interest in this Agenda item and left the meeting during the
discussion.
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Following discussion it was unanimously agreed that the following comments are to be returned to
the District Council:

1. What other areas in Cambridgeshire are there that would be more suited to industrial
development on the size outlined by the proposals from Marshall SV? The Parish Council
would like the Environmental Action Plan to take account of the fact that Marshalls SV will be
giving up a brownfield site within Cambridge for housing development, to create a new
brownfield site from an existing greenfield site on the edge of a rural village. The Parish
Council has reservations about such proposals.

2. If a full planning application is to be submitted for the proposals from Marshall SV, then the
Parish Council would like the Environmental Impact Assessment to include consideration for
the following:

- Traffic volume to/from the site and to/from the A14.

- Highway alterations to enable safe use of Buckingway Road by existing and potential
vehicles, in the light of new junction(s) to proposed industrial area.

- Green travel plan.
- To include provision of a cycleway/footpath between Swavesey village and the proposed
site, to enable local workers to travel safely by foot or cycle.
- Any cycleway/footpath provided to include use by horse-riders, so that provision is made
for all users, rather than just those accessing the proposed development.
- Bus link to Swavesey and surrounding villages.
- Bus link to the proposed guided busway, should that project go ahead.

- Landscaping to screen industrial development from the surrounding countryside and village.
- Flood risk assessment to surrounding agricultural land.

- Surface water and foul water drainage requirements and the impact additional development
would have on existing facilities.

- Light pollution. The impact additional lighting of the proposed development would have on
an otherwise rural, agricultural area.

13.2 S.106 Agreement, Transfer of Public Open Space, Cherry Trees development

Letter sent to Alex J Hall Ltd, consultants for George Wimpey, and to Parish Council’s Solicitor in
reply to report received with regard to POS transfer. Awaiting reply.

13.3 Applications

(i) Ref: S/00844/05/CC — Swavesey Village College. Extensions to sports hall changing area;
refurbishment of sports courts including new surfacing and floodlights; paved access areas and
storage containers. No objections or comments.

(i) Ref: S/2482/04/F Amended — 71 Boxworth End. Alterations to windows. No objections or
comments.

13.4 Permissions

Ref: S/0769/05/PNA — Freisland Farm, Hale Road. No objections raised to extension to
agricultural building.

Ref: S/1630/04/F — 112 Middlewatch. Amendments to roof design approved.

Ref: S/2514/04/F — Cobblestones, 25 Station Road. Permission granted for extension and
replacement garage.

Ref: S/0532/05/F — 1 Boxworth End. Permission granted for extensions.
Ref: S/0316/05/F — 2 Rowles Way, Buckingway Business Park. Permission granted for change of use.

Ref: S/2069/04/RM — Land West of Longstanton, Phase 2 Home Farm. Approval of details of
Reserved Matters of siting, design, means of access and landscape structure (only).
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13.5 Refusals - None received
13.6 Appeals - None received

(10.05pm — Mr Marriott gave apologies for having to leave the meeting at this point)

AGENDA 14
Accounts
14.1 Annual Reviews of Financial Regulations and Authorities
(i) Current account and treasurer’s account signatories to remain unchanged for 2005/06.
(i) The Clerk was confirmed as the Responsible Financial Officer for the Council for 2005/06.

(iii)) Following recommendation from the Clerk, Mr Nick Sloman, Money Matters (St Ives) Ltd to
remain as the appointed internal auditor for the Council.

(iv) It was approved to continue to use variable direct debits for utility supply invoices.

14.2 Receipts and Payments this Month

(i) All payments approved: Net VAT Gross
Administration and salaries 1,450.64 2.21 1,452.85
Parish Council insurance premium 740.53 0.00 740.53
Memorial Hall — admin 94.64 11.73 106.37
Memorial Hall — contract cleaning (Mar/Apr) 446.64 2.70 449.34
Memorial Hall — rates, electricity 551.87  24.75 576.62
Village Maintenance 33.37 2.38 35.75
Play area — RoSPA inspection 59.00 10.33 69.33

Total: 3,376.69 54.10  3,430.79
Receipts
Hall Booking receipts (May) 392.90 0.00  392.90
Donation 100.00 0.00 100.00
Total: 492.90 0.00 49290
Bank balances: Current a/c: £8,999.70

Treasurer’s a/c: £47,765.00

14.3 Year End Accounts and Audit

The income & expenditure and balance sheet year-end figures, the Annual Return Statement of
Accounts and Statement of Assurance were circulated together with explanatory notes. The
questions in Section 2 — Statement of Assurance were answered with no weaknesses identified. No
questions were raised regarding the Audit Return, which was then proposed and unanimously
approved by the Council.

AGENDA 15
General Correspondence

= Letter of thanks from the Trustees of Swavesey Cemetery for the maintenance grant received.
= Agenda for S Cambs District Association meeting 9 June.

= Pathfinder March will take place on 18 June.

= Local Council Review; Clerks and Councils Direct.

= Starbridge graffiti removal — advertising leaflet.

® Hunts District Council — planning information and feedback questionnaire.
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AGENDA 16
Items for Information and Next Meeting Agenda

= Old iron bench on the recreation green, alongside Greenside Close has a cracked leg. Repair work
and costs to be investigated.

= Resident of Middlewatch has reported that vehicles continually over-ride the grass verge opposite
the Garage, recently the workman cutting the grass there was nearly hit by a car over-riding the
verge. Clerk to chase CCC Highways re the bollards discussed earlier this year.

= Al4 flyover, the road surface is breaking up, particularly at the turning towards Swavesey and
around a manhole cover. Reported that the manhole cover has been marked up to day for repairs.

As the next item was to be discussed ‘in camera’ members of the public present left the meeting.

The following item was discussed ‘in camera’
AGENDA 17

Implementation of the National Agreement on Salaries and Conditions of Service of Local Council
Clerks in England and Wales, effective 1 April 2005

Minutes of the discussion and the decisions made are confidential and therefore are not attached to this
published copy

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 10.20pm.

Minutes approved & signed as a correct record by the Parish Council on 27 June 2005



