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Swavesey Parish Council

7.30pm
Public Open Forum

Items raised:

= The raised junction ramps are sinking, particularly at the Gibraltar Lane/Middlewatch junction. Could
the County Council be requested bring them back up to the required standard?

= Parked vehicles around the Taylors Lane and Cemetery area are causing an increasing hazard to other
drivers, is there anything that can be done to stop the problem?

® Could a mirror be sited opposite the St Andrew’s Church car park/ recycling centre access, for the
safety of cyclists using the cycle path?

= s the Council still looking for volunteer litter collectors? Offer made to collect litter along Ramper
Road.

® The crash barrier installed around the bend in Rose & Crown Road has now been made safe.

The Chairman replied that the Highways items would be forwarded to the County Council. The
Chairman thanked the resident present for his offer of help with the litterpicking. The Parish Council
would provide a litterpicker and can also provide black bags if required.

The Parish Council wished to thank all of the volunteers who presently collect litter around the village;
there are currently five residents who do this, as well as the Village Handyman.

7.40pm Minutes
Parish Council Meeting, held at The Memorial Hall
Monday 23 January 2006, 7.30pm

PRESENT

Mr M Johnston (Chairman)

Councillors : A Day, J Dodson, Mrs S Ellington, J Foster, P Marriott, J Pook, J Shepperson, J Tait,
W Wright

Clerk : Mrs L Miller

Parishioners: 6

APOLOGIES
Mrs S Rogers, County Cllr Ms M Smith, PC Alison Jones, PCSO John Mason

AGENDA 2

Minutes and Matters to Report from the Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 19 December 2005 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a
true record, with no amendments.

AGENDA 3

Declarations of Interest

None



2-

23 January 2006

AGENDA 4
County Council Business

4.1
@)

(i)

(iii)

4.2

4.3

4.4
1)
(ii)

Traffic Calming

The Chairman and Clerk met with County Cllr Ms Smith, Mr David Brace (CCC Transportation
Dept) and Ms A Mays (CCC Safety Auditor) on 20" January to discuss the safety of the give-away
feature on Over Road. The Chairman reported that the Safety Auditor confirmed the installation
was to the correct standards and no changes were necessary. Mr Brace suggested that to try to help
prevent drivers going around the feature on the wrong side of the road when driving towards
Swavesey, double white lines and an additional sweep arrow would be painted onto the road,
leading up to the feature. A plan confirming this would be sent to the Parish Council.

Mr Brace added that monitoring of the speeds of vehicles along Over Road had been carried out
both before and after the traffic calming installations and it had been found that speeds have
reduced by approximately Smph, since the calming installations. Mr Brace suggested that the
Parish Council consider the use of speed cushions along Over Road, between the give-away feature
and the level crossing. There is however no funding left in the traffic calming budget, the Parish
Council would have to consider applying to the Jointly Funded Scheme or link in with the Guided
Bus Scheme to find funding for additional traffic calming installations.

The Chairman also reported to Mr Brace that the two interactive speed signs in Over Road were
still not working.

Ramper Road. The Clerk reported that temporary road humps are available, as was suggested at a
recent meeting, however CCC has confirmed that these are not especially cheaper than permanent
installations. Cty Cllr Ms Smith had reported to the Clerk that CCC Highways will investigate
improved signage for Ramper Road but again, this will all depend on whether there is budget
available to provide any additional signs.

Letter received from Mr A Lansley MP, also confirming that CCC had written to him to say that
there was no funding available for any further traffic calming installations in the village.

Council Tax and Budget Consultation

A general discussion took place on the consultations from the County Council, Fire Authority and
Police Authority with regard to proposed increases for 2006/07.

On behalf of the Swavesey Your Library Committee, Mr Pook reported that the present 3yr funding
from the County Council ends in October 2006. This volunteer run library access point has been
very successful and, prior to the budget consultation, the County Council had offered to continue
funding for a further 3 years. However, if the County opt for a 4% Council Tax increase, this
funding could be withdrawn and the Library will most certainly have to close.

It was proposed and unanimously agreed that a letter be sent to the County Council supporting the
work of the volunteer Library Committee in Swavesey and urging the County Council to consider
the importance of the service provided when considering their 2006/07 budget.

P3 Scheme. No grant will be applied for this year, unless specific work is identified prior to
submitting the forms in early February. A carry forward of £46 from previous grants still exists.
CCC are currently carrying out RoW signpost work over the next two months and the Clerk is in
contact with the P3 Officer with regard to previously identified maintenance work, which should be
completed over the winter.

Correspondence for information and items for County Councillor

St Ives Market Town Strategy — draft transport strategy for St Ives — consultation

New mobile library routes. The mobile library will now visit Swavesey Market Street every
Saturday between 9am-11am. Visits to the Village College car park will cease at the end of
January.
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AGENDA 5
District Council Business

5.1 Footway Lighting

The one S Cambs District Council footway light in the village is situated at the end of a cul-de-sac
in Whitton Close, outside of no.s 20 and 21. The District Council as of 1 April 2006 will switch
off this light if the Parish Council does not take over the cost of the maintenance and lighting. Cost
is anticipated to be £32.67 per year and the Parish Council will need to enter into a maintenance
agreement with the County Council. It was proposed and unanimously agreed to keep the light on
and for the Parish Council to cover the annual cost. However, it was also agreed that a letter
should be sent to S Cambs District Council protesting against the action taken by the District
Council over the footway lights. Also to support the objections raised by other Parish Councils
which have large numbers of footway lights they will now have to pay for from the Parish Precept.
Power to spend: Parish Councils Act 1957, s3

5.2 Correspondence for information and items for District Councillor
No further correspondence received.

AGENDA 6
Police/Crime Report
6.1 Correspondence for information and items for Community Beat Officer
(i) Cambridgeshire Rural Issues Seminar, Thurs 26" J anuary, 7pm-9pm, Burgess Hall, St Ives

(ii) PCSO John Mason is now patrolling the streets. Attention is being given to the Village College car
park area where complaints of youths gathering in cars has been reported. PCSO Mason will also
be monitoring the Taylors Lane/Station Road footpath area, following complaints regarding
children cycling along the footpath and causing a danger to pedestrians.

AGENDA 7
Items for Discussion
7.1 Highways

Letter from James Dean & Sons Fun Fair, confirming the dates when the fair will visit Swavesey
Market Street this year: arriving Sun 30™ April, open Thurs 4", Fri 5" and Sat 6™ May, departing
Sun 7" May. Reply to ask that the fair vans do not arrive until late Sunday afternoon as The White
Horse Inn’s annual Barrel Rolling taking place on Market Street green during Sun 30",

7.2 Recreation/Playgrounds

The Clerk reported that complaints have been received about the increasing amount of dog mess
that is being left on the recreation green by owners not clearing up after their dogs. This is
becoming a health hazard. The Clerk to report this to the District Council Environment Health
Dept. To also find out if ‘no fouling’ signs can be supplied which can be put up around the
recreation green. Additional dog-waste bins have been provided close to the green, stickers to be
placed on the bins ensuring that people use them correctly. Also, a letter to be sent to the St Ives
Dog Training Club, which meets at the Memorial Hall, asking for their help to remind new dog
owners that they must clear up after their dogs. Publicity about the increasing problem could be
gained via the Cambridge Evening News.

7.3 Village Maintenance

(i) Memorial Hall car park. The Clerk presented three quotations for hardcore and gravel to be
supplied. It was proposed and unanimously approved to place an order with Dawson Plant Hire
Ltd for the supply of 3.5 tonnes washed gravel, 1 tonne 20mm clean hardcore and to include labour
to spread, level and compact the material at a total cost of £145.00 plus VAT.

Power to spend: Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s19 (f).
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(i)

(ii1)

(iv)

74

7.5

7.6

The Clerk also reported that the Hall Committee is arranging for the PIR detector lights around the
southern side and rear of the hall to be replaced with dawn-dusk low level lights. Recently a PIR
detector has been ripped from the wall and the lights are constantly going out. It was agreed that
dawn-dusk lights would be more efficient to run.

The broken windows to the Meeting Room have now been repaired and quotations are being
sought for replacement windows for the older part of the hall, to include the upstairs snooker room.

Handyman’s report. Broken glass bottles and beer cans regularly found in the bark of the
children’s play area. Level of bark in the play area to be reviewed and quotes to be obtained for
top-up in early spring.

Drainage

Covell’s Drain. SCDC Land Drainage Advisory Group will be meeting on Tues 24 " January to
reconsider their earlier recommendation with regard to the Environment Agency’s request to lower
sections of the Covell’s Drain bank. Mr Tim Parish has agreed to speak at the meeting on behalf of
the Parish Council and Mr Ian Smith, Clerk to the Swavesey IDB, and Mr Keith Wilderspin
Chairman of the Swavesey IDB will also be presenting their concerns with regard to the EA’s
request. The Environment Agency and Fen Drayton Parish Council will also be speaking at the
meeting. Members of the Parish Council and residents of Swavesey will be attending.

District Councillor Mr Shepperson reported that the Advisory Group Members attended a site visit
of the area in question on 16" January.

Constable’s Rood Committee Report

Mr Pook reported that Dawson Plant Hire Ltd had now completed the groundwork on the site,
which included laying a footpath and repairing the culvert and entrance bridge. Apologies were
given for the mud that had been on the road around the site during the works. Mr Paul Dawson
was thanked for his excellent work and support of the project. Dawson Plant Hire Ltd had carried
out all of the labour involved in this work free of charge. Mr Dawson will also be carrying out
work to make good the road edges to Taylors Lane close to the site and some additional soil will be
supplied together with concrete to edge the sandbags at the entrance, all at no cost to the project.

A very successful hedge planting morning had been held on 29" December. The Council wished to
thank all of the volunteers who helped out.

The invoice for the hedge plants and guards to be approved under the Accounts item, £238.75 +
VAT, Kingsdown Nurseries. Power to spend: Open Spaces Act 1906 s10.

Mr Pook also wished to thank members of the Bethel Baptist Church for their support. A donation
has been made to the project and a suitable feature for the site will be planned.

Village Events Committee Report - No report given.

AGENDA 8

Planning

8.1
®
(i)

Correspondence
Ref: S/2211/05/F — Trinity College Farm. Application withdrawn.

Site boundary, Scotland Drove/Rose & Crown Road. The Clerk reported that the Enforcement
Officer at S Cambs District Council is aware of the danger of the crash barrier installed along the
boundary of plot 4 Scotland Drove, in that the ends have not been turned down into the ground.

With regard to action relating to the entire site at Scotland Drove, the Enforcement Officer replied
that a workshop is being organised for District Councillors to discuss unauthorised sites in South
Cambs and the way forward, details are yet to be announced.

The Clerk was asked to write to the District Council to express the concerns of the Parish Council
over the present situation and the action being taken by the District Council.
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(iii)

Notification from S Cambs of Chairman’s Delegation Meeting of 13 January. O fficer
recommendation for Ref: S/2209/05/F - extension and garage at 96 Boxworth End is for refusal.

8.2 Local Development Framework — public consultation
6 January to 17 February. Clerk to re-submit the previously approved support for the Swavesey &
District Bridleway Association’s request for an objection to para 4.22 of the Northstowe Draft Core
Strategy. The previously submitted representation was received outside of the consultation period
and therefore unable to be included. Objection is as follows:
4.22 Given the significant development which is proposed for the edge of Cambridge and in the
new town of Northstowe, which will take place at higher densities than in the past, it is essential
that the residents of these new developments have direct and easy access by foot, cycle and
horseback, to open countryside for recreation, which may include land in the Green Belt beyond
the boundaries of the Area Action Plans. Much of the Green Belt consists of large arable fields and
there are few woods, pastures or other areas of semi-natural vegetation, which limits the
opportunities for public access and recreation.
No further objections or representations to be submitted.

8.3 Applications - None received

8.4 Permissions
Ref: S/2051/05/F — 39 Station Road. Permission granted for extension.
Ref: S/2017/05/F — 3 & 10 Whitton Close. Permission granted for extensions and alterations.
Ref: S/2195/05/F — 1 Pine Grove Park. Permission granted for sun lounge.
Ref: S/2289/02/F — Drayton Cottage, 36 Boxworth End. Approval of window in west gable.

8.5 Refusals - None received

8.6 Appeals - None received

AGENDA 9

Accounts

9.1 Correspondence

(1) CALC affiliation fee for 2006/07 will be £529.24 (early payment amount to be paid by 30/06/06).

A 4% increase over current year’s fee, approved at CALC AGM. Clerk to bring invoice for
payment at May 2006 meeting.
Power to spend: Local Government Act 1972, s143.

(i1) Interim internal audit carried out on 16™7 anuary. No major problems identified within report from
auditor. Internal audit to be completed following end of financial year, prior to submission for
external audit. Invoice to be approved for payment in this month’s payments.

Power to spend: Accounts & Audit Regulations 2003 — SI No. 533
9.2 Receipts and Payments this Month
(i) All payments approved: Net VAT Gross
Administration and salaries 1,154.74 7.93 1,162.67
Memorial Hall — Running costs 716.90 42.00 758.90
Village Maintenance — Constable’s Rood 238.75 41.78 280.53
Recreation — play area maintenance 23.02 4.03 27.05

Total: 2,133.41 95.74  2,229.15
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Receipts
Hall Booking receipts 650.09 0.00 650.09
Capitalised Interest for 2005 1,511.87 0.00 1,511.87
Recycling credits from SCDC (6 mths) 475.44 0.00 475.44
Website cost share 21.74 0.00 21.74
Total: 2,659.14 0.00 2,659.14

Bank reconciliation at 17/01/06: Current a/c £13,892.18 Treasurer’s a/c £41,233.39

Receipt of recycling credits from S Cambs District Council, £475.44, to be transferred to the Youth
Provisions Reserve Fund.

9.3 Income & Expenditure Update
Committee and sub-committee budgets to-date were circulated. Income for the Hall for this year is
anticipated to be approximately £1,500 more than budget, due to increased bookings. Payments are
on track to meet the budgeted payments.

9.4 Precept 2006/07
Updated budget sheet circulated together with reserve fund allocations. The Clerk reported that the
Bank of England current rate of inflation is 2.1%, which if added to the present year’s precept
would give an increase of just under £1,000.
Following discussion it was proposed to set a Precept for 2006/07 of £45,000, allowing for reserve
allocations to existing earmarked reserves of £5,500. The proposal was seconded and carried
unanimously.

AGENDA 10

General Correspondence

(i) CALC - comments on the District Council’s capping/cost saving proposals. CALC Bulletin.

@i1)) Carillion-URS — A14 Trunk road repairs to The Hemingfords road bridge, 13 Jan to 6 Feb.

@iii) SCDC Events Guide and Arts information — put on noticeboards, etc in hall.

(iv) ODPM - discussion paper on the standards of conduct in English local government: the future.

(v)  CPRE - Planning applications workshop, Sat 11 March, Wimblington.
(vi)  Cambs Local Access Forum — meetings on Tues 31 Jan at Anglesey Abbey, Thurs 30 March at
Oliver Cromwell Hotel, March, Tues 30 May at Hinchingbrooke Country Park. All at 6.45pm.
(vii) Cambs ACRE - Launch of the Calor Cambs & Peterborough Village of the Year 2006. Over
Community Centre, Feb 7", 6.15pm to 8pm.
(viii) CCC Care & Education Service — request for information on local creches.

(ix)  Letter from Swavesey WI formally donating the new Christmas decorations purchased for the
lampposts, to the Parish Council. These will be stored at the Memorial Hall. The Chairman
thanked the WI for their kind donation.

(x)  Newsletter and magazines: Clerks & Councils Direct; Local Council Review

AGENDA 11

Items for Information and Next Meeting Agenda

= Mrs Ellington asked if there had been an outcome to the request for the hedge alongside the

cyclepath along Over Road to be cutback. The Clerk replied that the County Council’s Highways
Dept had written to the landowner. The landowner in question was in attendance and with the
permission of the Chairman replied that he had written back to the Highways Dept. He stated that
as the County Council had removed the verge between the hedge and the footpath, when
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constructing the cycleway, hedge cuttings and thorns, etc, would now fall directly onto the
cycleway. Also the Parish Council had requested that the County Council take over the
responsibility of the hedge cutting due to this fact and this had been discussed at a meeting between
the cycleway project officer and the Parish Council.

The Clerk reported that problems have occurred recently on the play area, with children wrapping
the swings over the top bar. As it requires a ladder in order to unwrap them this means the swings
have not been able to be used for some days. Anti-wrap fixings are due to be installed within the
next month (delayed from original installation), so this should stop the problem in the future.

The Clerk reported that a village forum/discussion board has been established on the village
website. Users will need to register in order to post comments and topics for discussion but it is
hoped that it will be used by residents to voice opinions and comments with regard to current
village topics. The webmaster for the website will closely monitor the items posted for any kind of
abuse.

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 9.10pm.
Signed & dated

Chairman

Minutes approved & signed as a correct record by the Parish Council on
27 February 2006



