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Swavesey Parish Plan – Your Say
in Our Future

What is it, and what is it for?
The Parish Plan aims to identify the key features and assets of the parish, and
the problems facing it, through residents’ participation so that the best features
can be maintained, and others improved. The Parish Plan represents the views
of residents to the Parish Council and will strengthen the voice of the Parish
Council in its dealings with the District and County Councils because it demonstrates that the Parish Council is in touch with its residents.
Above all, the Parish Plan gives everyone a chance to influence decisionmaking.

Who is involved?
In 2007 the Parish Council called a meeting to identify a Steering Committee of
volunteers to carry through the consultation with residents and produce a
report. The committee has Nick Dennis as Chair and John Pook as Secretary,
with many others helping.

What has happened so far?
The Steering Committee sent a questionnaire to all residents, seeking their views
on aspects of the parish and village related to the functions of the Parish,
District and County Councils. It also contacted organisations, clubs, schools,
businesses and stakeholders for their views.
An analysis of the responses was exhibited on 6th September 2008 in the
Memorial Hall and is available on the village website.

The report, and what happens next
This report contains two sections: a Parish Profile describing the parish and its
people, and a summary of the replies to the questionnaire and other consultation responses, which forms the basis of a set of recommendations to the Parish
Council.
This report has been submitted to the Parish Council for adoption and the
production of an action plan. It will be available on the village website, and
sections will be sent to interested groups.

SWAVESEY
PARISH COUNCIL

Your Say in Our Future
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Letter of support from Councillor Sue Ellington
Congratulations on the production of The Swavesey Parish Plan which represents the
Community’s vision for the future of our village.
I did not think there was much enthusiasm when I first raised the idea of a parish plan
two years ago. But a group of hardworking volunteers have really made it come alive,
seen the advantages and produced a historic document which will help to shape the
community life of Swavesey into the foreseeable future.
At this time, when we are facing great changes in Cambridgeshire from increased
housing and the development of the infrastructure to support it, it is so important to maintain our village community and establish how we want it to move forward.
The production team has taken the ideas, fears and thoughts of everybody in the
community from the young to the very old and produced a plan which, not only brings
together everybody’s vision but also provides evidence to enable the village to move forward towards achieving it.
I wholeheartedly support this document and look forward to working towards the
achievement of the plan over the next years.
Councillor Sue Ellington
South Cambridgeshire District Council

Letter of Support from Councillor Mandy Smith
I would like to add my support to the Parish Plan for Swavesey. As County Councillor I
listen closely to what communities have to say, and this Plan is a direct message about
the wishes of the community in Swavesey. I will do everything I can to work with the residents to achieve their wishes, and to help shape the village in the way the residents
would like. I personally feel that this is an excellent way to hear the views, and to work
together for each other.
Best wishes,
Mandy Smith
County Councillor for the Papworth and Swavesey Division

Your Say in Our Future
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1 Parish Profile

1.1

Introduction

This Parish Profile provides a picture of the parish and the village. The information in the
profile comes from contacts with organisations, clubs and businesses, and from the 2001
Census and the 2006 Electoral Roll.
Swavesey has a cohesive community with a strong identity, but it is changing under
the influence of external factors. To ensure a good future, Swavesey’s better features
must be identified and consolidated.

1.2

Swavesey and its context

Swavesey village lies along a peninsula projecting into the fenland from higher land to the
west. The parish is bounded to the south-west by the A14, which provides links to the
east and west, and to the M11 and A1 trunk roads. (Refer to Map 1 on the back cover.)
To the north the River Great Ouse forms the boundary. To the east lie the villages of
Over and Longstanton, and to the west Fen Drayton and Fenstanton. The Greenwich
Meridian runs through Swavesey. Cambridge, with two universities and science-based
industry, is the major local influence and, as the county town, is a centre of administration and business.

1.3

Swavesey and its past

There is evidence of prehistoric human activity around Swavesey, along the Great Ouse
and the fen edge, which supported farming, grazing, fowling and fishing and provided
means of transport.
Roman exploitation of Britain stimulated agriculture and trade here, but the collapse
of Roman administration left East Anglia open to Anglo-Saxon migration. Swavesey, a
distinctively Anglo-Saxon name, is interpreted as ‘Swaef’s landing-place’ or ‘Swabian
landing-place’. There is evidence for an Anglo-Saxon minster serving adjacent parishes
in the tenth century.
After the Norman Conquest, the Domesday Book indicates a population of between
200 and 300 people. By 1278 Swavesey’s population had grown to an estimated 1060
people, more than at the start of the twentieth century.
The de la Zouche family promoted trade with a market and fair in 1244, probably
transporting grain from a dock rivalling Cambridge’s. The castle may be a Conquest foundation, but thirteenth-century disturbances led to its repair and the building of defensive
ditches (including Wallman’s Lane and Turnbridge) to enclose the valuable trading area.
The part of the village in Middle Watch became deserted. St Andrew’s probably combines
the parish church with a priory church, but the priory never flourished.
In the seventeenth century the area was Puritan and Parliamentarian. Dissenters
were strongly represented here after the Restoration of Charles II in 1660, and since then
Unitarians, Baptists and Methodists have contributed to a tradition of Nonconformism
surviving today.
In 1840, the enclosure of the village fields promoted a burst of Victorian building still
visible along several streets. The coming of the railway in 1847 speeded up transport but
took trade from the dock on Market Street, which was finally filled in the 1960s. Fire in
1913 made several families homeless, and severe flooding occurred in 1947.
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1.4

People in Swavesey

The 2001 Census shows a population of 2480, and the 2006 electoral roll shows 1889
voters, making approximately 590 non-voters, mostly children and young people.
The population is very evenly distributed across the age range up to 65 years, suggesting an established population. Some Swavesey families have extensive networks of
relatives. The great majority of residents are white, with 2.5% comprising other ethnic
groups. Christianity is the largest religious affiliation (70%), though a large minority (29%)
have no, or no stated, religion.
Of Swavesey’s population, 87% enjoy good health, significantly better than the populations of the East of England and of England as a whole.
Table 1 shows the distribution of employment among 16–74 year olds. Employment
and self-employment rates are significantly higher than those for the East of England and
England as a whole, and the unemployment rate lower.

Table 1 Distribution of employment among 16–74 year olds
Employed and self-employed
Unemployed
Retired
Carers, sick or disabled
Students, others

1.5

77%
2%
9%
6%
6%

Housing and development

Housing and households
The 2001 Census shows 986 dwellings and 957 households. The great majority of
households are families, with some one-person households. Table 2 shows the make-up
of households in Swavesey.

Table 2 Families and households
Couples with children
Couples with no or non-dependant children
Lone parents with dependent or non-dependent children
Pensioners
Other

32%
34%
5%
15%
14%

The level of owner occupation in Swavesey is significantly higher (84%) than in the
East of England and England as a whole, and the proportion of social rented housing is
low, though rising house prices in recent years may have increased the numbers of
households renting. Most accommodation is houses (92%). Very few households were
without central heating (3%) or sole use of a bathroom/toilet (0.6%), or were deemed to
be overcrowded (3%).
Swavesey is designated as a Rural Growth settlement, although housing development is limited at the north end of the village by the flood plain, Ancient Monuments and
the Conservation Area. In the south (Boxworth End), development has little depth and is
currently limited by the Local Development Framework. (See Map 1 on the back cover.)
The Conservation Area contains important vistas and amenity areas, with a variety of
historic buildings and structures. In this area the Planning Authority has a duty to ensure
that any development maintains the quality of the amenity.
Among Swavesey’s listed buildings is Ryders Farm in Middle Watch, one of Cambridgeshire’s oldest inhabited houses, dating from the late thirteenth century. Black Horse
Lane has a group of historically interesting buildings. Other listed structures include
malthouses, barns and a bridge. Areas where buildings once existed, including the priory and the minster, and the castle and encompassing ditches, are scheduled as
Ancient Monuments. Map 2 shows the Conservation Area, sites of Ancient Monuments
and locations of listed buildings.
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1.6

Education

Swavesey Primary School
The Primary School serves the rural area including Swavesey and Lolworth, with
some pupils attending from outside the area because of its popularity. The
school currently has 220 on the roll, in nine classes. The school offers a full curriculum and extra-curricular activities, and claims consistently good results in
Key Stage 2 assessments.
Swavesey Village College
The Village College celebrates its fiftieth anniversary in 2008. It has grown
steadily to its current roll of 1200 eleven to sixteen year olds. In 2002 the College achieved Science Specialist status, and has recently been granted trust
status making it more independent of the local education authority. It will be
involved in the start-up of the new secondary school in Northstowe, and is
now considering seeking specialist language status.
The college provides community facilities including a sports centre, fully
equipped stage, squash courts, youth centre and library. It also provides arts
coordination and adult education services.
Educational attainment
The proportion of people in Swavesey with degrees or higher qualifications is
significantly higher (30%) than the East of England or England as a whole, and
48% have GCSEs (or equivalent) or A Levels.

1.7

Sport, recreation and social activities

Clubs and organisations
Swavesey’s many clubs and organisations cater for diverse interests and have
strong views about, for example, the environment, awareness of green issues,
rights of way and public transport.
Events
The annual fair in May provides family entertainment and attracts visitors from
surrounding villages. In December 2007 the French Market made its third visit,
selling foods and products from Normandy. Other village events include the
barrel-rolling competition and a fireworks display.
The first Swavesey Festival was held in June 2008, and its reception has
encouraged the Festival Committee to plan to repeat it every two years.
Sport
The Green (on High Street) has dedicated football pitches and a pavilion, which
currently serves principally the Spartans Football Club. The pavilion is in need of
improvement. Land has been allocated in the Village Development Plan to
extend the Green to meet required standards of amenity
space. Over Cricket Club has many members in Swavesey
but lacks space to play.
The Village College has facilities for community use,
including the sports hall, fitness centre and various allweather pitches. The Village College facilities are open to
the feeder school communities, as well as to clubs from
Swavesey and Over.

1.8

Institutions and stakeholders

Church groups
There are three places of worship in Swavesey catering for

Your Say in Our Future
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people’s spiritual needs. St Andrew’s, the Anglican church, is part of a combined parish.
It is a popular venue for weddings, funerals and events such as concerts. The Bethel
Baptist Church and the Strict & Particular Chapel have active congregations and all hold
regular services, meetings and fundraising activities. St Andrew’s and Bethel produce
regular newsletters.
Memorial Hall
The Memorial Hall provides facilities for meetings and is well used. Currently it is run by
a subcommittee of the Parish Council, but the Charity Commissioners require it to be
transferred to an independent trust.
Pub, shops and Post Office
The White Horse pub provides a social venue and promotes events including live music,
fireworks and a beer festival. There are two general stores, a Post Office, an optician and
a hairdresser, a carpet saleroom and a tool-hire shop in the village.
Stakeholders
The parish has a Parish Council with 11 Parish Councillors, and is represented by a District and a County Councillor at higher levels of government.

1.9

Young people and the over 60s

Children and young people form about a quarter of the village population, and most are
educated at the Primary School and Swavesey Village College.
The Village College has a purpose-built Youth Centre, used for an after-school club.
In 2006, residents formed Swavesey Action for Youth, and in 2007 a full-time youth worker serving Swavesey and Cottenham began regular youth club activity at the college,
working with Swavesey’s arts development manager to coordinate out-of-school and
youth leadership activities. The Village College provides extra-curricular activity in sports
and the arts, and local clubs run activities there, including scouts, dance, sport, holiday
music and drama. The Connexions Bus provides young people with regular access to a
range of help and advice. The Primary School has pre-school facilities.
The over 60s play an important part in village clubs and organisations, including the
Over 50s and the Women’s Institute. Many retired residents are active in promoting and
supporting village activities. The elongated shape of the village means that some older
residents are remote from services and facilities.

1.10

Environment, amenity space and recycling

Natural environment
The parish divides into agricultural land and grassland liable to seasonal flooding. A
wildlife conservation area known as Fen Drayton Lakes has been acquired by the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB). To the north, in Over, a reedbed area is being
developed on former gravel pits, also managed by the RSPB, who provide educational
and recreational facilities.
The focal points for wildlife conservation in Swavesey are shown on Map 3. They
include:
•
•
•
•
•

10

Mare Fen Local Nature Reserve, once famous for skating, hosts flocks of migrant
wildfowl and waders in winter, and in summer a herd of rare British White cattle.
The River Great Ouse, its banks and flood plain, with ancient fields and hedgerows,
are home to many wild flowers and insects, particularly dragonflies.
Fen Drayton Lakes provide winter feeding grounds for many migrant birds.
The village ponds have a variety of flora, and ducks and moorhens.
Constable’s Rood, originally an allotment for the village constable, was reclaimed by
volunteers to form a wildlife garden. The quality of this project was recognised by a
National Heritage Award.
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As in the whole of Cambridgeshire, the lack of tree cover is recognised as an environmental problem.
Amenity areas and access
The Green and Market Street Green are the principal amenity areas, providing space for
play and community events. The Green playground was extended and refurbished after
a campaign by parents. There are two other play areas, one in Moat Way and another in
Priory Avenue and Carters Way. Whitton Close also has amenity space.
The Ouse provides opportunities for fishing and boating, and Fen Drayton Lakes are
managed for fishing, walking and bird watching. Horses are kept on the grassland, and
footpaths, bridleways and byways give riders and walkers access to Fen Drayton Lakes
and the Ouse.
Recycling
Householders sort domestic refuse into recyclable material and waste for collection. The
recycling site accepts various materials, including textiles and shoes.

1.11

Health and community support

Swavesey Surgery
The surgery has two doctors, four part-time nurses, two dispensers and management
staff, catering for around 2800 patients. The local Primary Care Trust is considering how
the planned health centre at Northstowe might develop. Swavesey Surgery and Over Day
Centre have volunteers to drive patients to appointments at the surgeries, local hospitals
and clinics.
Community support
In the parish, two charities provide help and support. Frere Cottages, built after the 1913
fire, provide accommodation for four single people. The Thomas Galon Charity is a
sixteenth-century bequest giving support to parishioners in need.
Twenty-five bungalows at Thistle Green, run by South Cambridgeshire District Council, provide sheltered housing for elderly people and those with mobility problems. A
Sheltered Housing Officer helps promote the independence of residents. Its Community
Centre, supported by local volunteers, is a venue for meetings and activities.
Voluntary groups
The Bethel Baptist congregation organises regular lunches, meetings and visits for the
retired and those with restricted mobility, and activities, films and discos for young people.
The Parish Church is active in many organisations, including the Frere Cottages charity.
Swavesey Kids Club looks after children from 32 families aged between four and
twelve years through breakfast and after-school clubs. It operates under Ofsted supervision, organised by an unpaid committee.
The Over 50s club meets regularly for talks, activities and quizzes, and organises
days out for about thirty people.
The Library service at the Village College is staffed by volunteers, providing access to
books, internet, CDs and DVDs, and a doorstep service for the house-bound.

1.12

Businesses and farmers

Recent years have seen the replacement of industry and manufacturing (Barwells,
Warmex) with new businesses (Aqua, MG Owners Club), and local people find employment in a variety of small and medium businesses.
Of these businesses, 48 employ between one and 20 people, eight employ 21–100
people and two each employ over 100 people.
Agriculture in Swavesey is experiencing the same forces as the rest of the country.
Fewer, larger farms with increasingly sophisticated farm machinery are replacing small
family units. Cattle are becoming rarer – there are now no milking cows in Swavesey.
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1.13

Community safety, law and order

Crime and the Police
The Police view the Swavesey Ward of the Cambourne Neighbourhood as a relatively crime-free area: see Table 3.
Police Community Support and Neighbourhood Watch
There is a Neighbourhood Watch scheme, with a village and local coordinators,
and two Police Community Support Officers, who hold regular ‘surgeries’ to discuss local concerns.
The Police hold Panel meetings regularly as part of their Neighbourhood
Policing initiative, to discuss with the public concerns over policing and crime in
the area.
Anti-social behaviour, usually centred on the Green and Market Street, and
occasionally in Gibraltar Lane, is a concern. Open events, such as the annual fair,
attract people from neighbouring villages and can contribute to anti-social
behaviour, including under-age drinking. The Parish Council expects to reduce
disturbance associated with the fair’s visit.

1.14

Transport and travel

Swavesey has good access to trunk roads, but severe overcrowding on the A14
and the lack of other routes into Cambridge make local journey times unpredictable.
Within Swavesey, there is congestion morning and evening, and parking problems. The

Table 3 Reported crime in Swavesey, August–October 2007
Category
Violent crime
Burglary
Theft of vehicle
Theft from vehicle
Cycle theft
Theft from shop
Criminal damage
Other
Anti-social behaviour (ASB)

Number

%

2
4
2
4
2
0
8
5
48

2.7
5.3
2.7
5.3
2.7
0.0
10.7
6.6
64.0

75

100.0

lack of lorry facilities on the A14 leads to unauthorised parking, principally on the Fen
Drayton Lakes road and at Buckingway Business Park.
Buses connect Swavesey with Cambridge and St Ives, between about 6:40 a.m.
and midnight Mondays to Saturdays, running at hourly intervals during the day.
Cars and motorcycles are the main means of transport to work (75%). People in
Swavesey tend to travel further to work than people in the East of England or England as
a whole. 36% of households have one car or van and 56% have two or more.

1.15

Village communications

The monthly magazine, The Meridian, is issued free to all households and carries a diary
of events. There is also a website (www.swavesey.org.uk) which posts local news regularly. There are three village notice boards, and shops and road verges also carry posters.

1.16

Change and the future

Although Swavesey is a relatively comfortable place to live, a number of developments
between now and 2015 will mean change for the parish.
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Housing
Central government is pressing London–Cambridge–Peterborough as a growth area.
Cambourne and Northstowe are new developments and may be expanded beyond
their current projected size. Arbury is being expanded. Marshall’s airfield, Trumpington
and Huntingdon Road are all being considered for development. When these developments are completed, around 2025, South Cambridgeshire and Cambridge City will have
48,500 extra homes and some 120,000 more people.
The developers of Cambourne and Northstowe aim to provide 30% to 35% social
housing for rent or shared ownership by housing associations, for affordable housing and
for key worker homes.
The potential for more houses, either for sale or for economic rental, within Swavesey
appears limited (see 1.5). South Cambridgeshire District Council forecasts that its spending on council housing will soon exceed income, and it is consulting tenants about transferring its housing stock to a housing association.
Implication: If development in Swavesey is limited, local opportunities to buy or rent
will be predominantly in Northstowe. Further housing development around Swavesey
could erode the rural setting of Swavesey.
Business development
Buckingway Business Park, now substantially complete, and Cambridge Services (outside the parish) offer employment opportunities, but many businesses transferred here
with their own key workers. Northstowe, Cambourne and Huntingdon Road are designed
to provide business and office space. Marshall’s has an option to develop land next to
Buckingway Business Park and is making a detailed planning application.
Implication: Business and industrial development locally could provide jobs, but
could also erode Swavesey’s rural setting and increase the load on the road system.
Transport developments
The A14 is already overloaded and there is a lack of local feeder roads
into Cambridge. Plans have been announced to upgrade the A14
between Ellington and Fen Ditton, and construction is planned to start
in 2010.
The Guided Busway is intended to improve links to St Ives and to
Cambridge and Trumpington from 2009, and cycle routes are to be
improved.
Implication: Traffic on the A14 from the North and Midlands to the
south-east and the continent will continue to grow, and more housing
and business development will add to the pressure on local transport
links. Cambridgeshire County Council predicts that the Guided Bus will
be quicker than current bus routes, will reduce the traffic impact of
Northstowe and will divert traffic from the A14, but it could bring more
local congestion and add to pressure for housing development.

Great Ouse flood plain management
The Environment Agency has carried out work to protect St Ives and St
Neots against flooding, which may increase river flows near Swavesey.
Development at Northstowe will increase surface and foul water runoff
through Swavesey Main Drain.
Implication: There are fears that increased river flows and discharges from Northstowe will exacerbate flood risks in Fen Drayton and
Swavesey. The occurrence of a ‘one in one hundred year flood’, which
would affect homes in Swavesey, seems increasingly likely with climate
change.
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Map 2 – Conservation Area,
Ancient Monuments & Listed
Buildings

Key

— Conservation Area
— Monument Area
— • Listed Building
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved 100023205 2008
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Map 3 – Wildlife areas

Key

— RSPB Reserve
— Mere Fen Reserve
— • Constables Rood
— • Village Ponds
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved 100023205 2008
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2 Responses to consultation
and recommendations
2.1

Summary of recommendations for action – A Parish Plan
The Parish Council is recommended to take the following action. The term over which
action is required and the partners involved are indicated.

Recommendation

Term of Action

Partners
(key to symbols below)

Housing (2.3)
Support limited new low-cost housing for the elderly,
key workers and others.

Medium/Long

DC

Development, Planning and Conservation (2.4)
Note the strong wish to retain the rural character of the village.

Long

DC

Oppose moves to expand the village beyond its current size.

Long

DC

Support opportunities to increase the number of shops in the village.

Long

DC

Support small-scale redevelopment to provide local employment.

Medium/Long

DC

Press for firm action in removing unlawful settlement.

Short

DC

Education (2.6)
Support the Village College in providing post-sixteen
education, including a sixth form.

Medium/Long

CC

Pass questionnaire results to the Village College to help
improve community education, including day and summer schools.

Short

Steering
Committee

Monitor the Village College’s progress as a Community College.

Medium/Long

CC

Sport, recreation and social activities (2.7)
Extend the Green to increase space for sport, activities and recreation.

Long

Improve facilities for sports on the Green, with space for
changing, refreshments and small meetings.

Medium

Link up with the Village College to enable full joint use
of community sports facilities.

Short

VC

Link up with the Village College and Primary School
to improve community use. Discuss charges.

Short

VC

Investigate with the Village College how the village can participate in
and benefit from the proposed community hall and environmental centre.

Short

VC

Collaborate in celebrating the Village College’s 50th anniversary.

Short

VC

Maintain play areas, and where possible improve them.

Short/Medium

Refurbish the Memorial Hall, including new heating and
an audio loop. Review charges.

Medium

Investigate possible provision of a swimming pool in
the village in the light of strong demand.

Long

Investigate ways to increase the number of allotments.

Medium/Long

Create circular off-road routes for cyclists, riders and
walkers, linking the droves.

Medium/Long

16
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Create safe off-road routes for cyclists, riders and
walkers to other villages and Fen Drayton Lakes.

Medium/Long

CC

Create a safe crossing of the A14 for riders, cyclists and pedestrians.

Medium/Long

CC

Identify possible organisers and volunteers willing
to participate in groups for neighbourly help, sport and activities.

Short/Medium

Young people (2.9)
Improve recreational facilities for young people.

Short/Medium

VC

Support Swavesey Action for Youth in extending its activities,
particularly the Youth Club.

Short/Medium

VC

Press stakeholders to engage positively in strengthening
Swavesey Action for Youth.

Short/Medium

CC, DC

Support the Connexions Bus project.

Short

Environment and recycling (2.10)
Monitor developments in management of flood risks
and drainage; encourage partners to reduce flood risks.

Short/Medium

EA, CC, DC
IDB

Work with external agencies and other villages to
develop and promote a green agenda.

Medium

DC, CC

Continue support for the recycling centre.

Short

Press stakeholders to maintain black bin collections over Christmas period.

Short

DC

Support opportunities for planting trees and woodland.

Medium/Long

CC

Support RSPB in the management of Fen Drayton
Lakes, and encourage better communication.

Medium

RSPB

Continue support for litter-picking.

Short

Health and community support (2.11)
Contact Area Health Authority about improving
NHS dental provision locally.

Medium

AHA

Encourage Swavesey Surgery to act as an information
point for physiotherapy, osteopathy and similar services.

Medium

SS

Pass questionnaire results to Swavesey Surgery.

Short

Steering
Committee

Continue support of existing community volunteer
groups, including the Library, The Meridian and Neighbourhood Watch.

Short

Police, CC, DC

Identify people willing to participate in existing or new
community support groups, and facilitate contacts.

Short

Community safety, law and order (2.14)
Encourage Police presence in the village and at events.

Short/Medium

Police

Work with the Police to identify specific problems
and improve the level of satisfaction with policing.

Short/Medium

Police

Maintain attendance at Police Panel meetings.

Short

Seek Police help in improving home security for the vulnerable.

Medium

Police

Encourage and support the Neighbourhood Watch scheme.

Short/Medium

Police

Your Say in Our Future
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Transport, roads and road safety (2.15)
Evaluate and review the traffic calming measures
to make them more effective.

Medium

CC

Press for additional measures to control speeding.

Short/Medium

Police, CC

Work with Stagecoach and Whippet to maintain and
improve bus services in Boxworth End, and connections with Swavesey Surgery
and other medical facilities, and with the Guided Bus.

Medium

Stagecoach,
Whippet, CC

Seek answers to concerns about the operation of the
Guided Bus; monitor its operation when service begins.

Short/Medium

Work with the County Council to address parking
problems in the village. Monitor parking when the Guided Bus begins operation.

Medium

CC

Work with the County Council to address lorry parking problems.

Medium/Long

DC, CC

Represent the village as the A14 Improvement proposals develop.

Medium/Long

JAG, CosSkan

Press for the creation of safe cycle routes to Buckingway
Business Park and Fen Drayton.

Medium/Long

CC

Village communications (2.16)
Continue support for The Meridian.

Short

Encourage the Village College to make more use of The Meridian.

Short

VC

Pass questionnaire results to clubs and organisations.

Short

Steering
Committee

Key to Partner symbols
AHA – Area Health Authority
CC – Cambridgeshire County Council
CosSkan – Costain Skanska, the contractor appointed to design and construct the A14 improvement
DC – South Cambridgeshire District Council
EA – Environment Agency
IDB – Swavesey Internal Drainage Board
JAG – Joint Action Group of villages concerned in the A14 improvement
Police – Cambridgeshire Constabulary
RSPB – Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
Stagecoach – bus service provider
SS – Swavesey Surgery
Steering Committee – Parish Plan Steering Committee
VC – Swavesey Village College
Whippet – bus service provider

18

Swavesey Parish Plan Report 2008

svc parish plan:svc proposal 17/11/2008 10:26 Page 19

2.2

Introduction

The remaining sections summarise the answers to the Questionnaire
and consultations with other groups. The answers express a range of
opinions, showing what respondents want in the village. An analysis of
responses to the Questionnaire was exhibited in the Memorial Hall and
is available on the village website.
We issued 1030 questionnaires to parish residents and received
back 450 responses representing the views of 931 individuals. Most
respondents left some questions unanswered, so the quoted percentages relate only to the number of respondents answering each question, not to the total of 931 respondents.
For young people, the Village College circulated a separate questionnaire electronically, receiving 236 responses. The responses from Swavesey young
people did not differ greatly from those in the college’s feeder villages.
We talked to 49 active businesses, 17 of which were run by local residents or trading from a private address. We talked to several farmers. In addition we contacted institutions, clubs and organisations active in the village, seeking their views about the village.
The responses of young people, businesses, and clubs and organisations have been
included in the subject sections.

2.3

Housing

Respondents are against new housing by a ratio of 2 to 1, but are in favour of shared
equity and sheltered homes, homes for key workers, and small homes and flats rather
than large family homes.
Drainage, roads and public transport are considered most in need of improvement if
further housing is developed.

2.4

“Do we want to be a village or a suburb?”

Development, Planning and Conservation

99% of respondents want to retain the rural character of the village, the country views,
trees and open spaces, rather than to expand the village, though 80% also want more
shops and facilities: See Table 4.
One cause for concern is unlawful settlement; there is a perception that this represents a failure of Planning control and a community safety problem.

Table 4

“Let’s keep the village feel”

Table 5

Q34: Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
Tick if you agree, cross if you disagree

Q27: Do you feel Swavesey needs more of the following?
Tick all that apply

There should be more shops and
facilities

Playgroups

Disagree

There should be more open spaces

Registered
childminders

Agree
There should be more trees

After school club
(5yrs – 11 yrs)

There should be more footpaths and
bridleways

After school club
(11+)

We should retain the present views of
the countryside

Adult Education in
the village

We should retain a village feel for
Swavesey

Holiday Club

The village should be allowed to grow
beyond present boundaries
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2.5

66% of respondents think shops will do more to provide employment than small businesses (55%), small industrial units or tourism (32% each). Improved roads and public
transport are also seen as potentially contributing to an increase in employment locally.
21% of respondents work in Swavesey but most (51%) travel 5–20 miles to their
place of work.
The main barriers to finding employment are the lack (and cost) of childcare and
lack of transport, though few people are affected.

“Keep schools open for arts and sport at
weekends and in holidays”
“Let’s have metaphysical studies,
holistic & spiritual growth”
“Let’s have ladies’ kick boxing”

2.6
Table 6
Q5 What activities/facilities not currently
in Swavesey would you like to participate
in?
Swimming pool

66

More sport/physical activity

33

Social club/community centre

19

More kids activity

6

Domestic clubs (cooking, gardening,
allotments)

7

Dance (various)

9

Running club

6

Improve pavilion

4

New pub/restaurant

4

More shops

3

Youth group/ activities/ facilities

3

Art & craft club

4

Pre-school

2

Country pursuits

2

Toddler group

3

Skate park

2

Better bus service from Boxworth End

2

Motorbike off-road activity

2

Bridge club

2

Play barn

1

Bowls

1

Meditation/ yoga

1

Riding school

1

Farmshop

1

Takeaway

1

Better information on events

1

Petrol station

1

Model airplane club

1

Pub quiz nights

1

Coffee mornings

1

Volunteer support group

1

Already good

1
Total 192

“Sell the Memorial Hall and build a
sports pavilion”
“The Playground is fantastic …
people travel from other villages to
use it”

20

Employment

Education

Most children in the village attend the Primary School or the Village College. Table 5
shows that respondents want to see more childminders, playgroups and after-school
provision for 5–11 year olds (48%), after-school provision for 11 year olds and over
(32%), and holiday club activity (36%). More sport, swimming and youth club activities
at the Village College are wanted, with facilities available at weekends and during the
holidays.
76% of respondents actively support sixth-form provision at the Village College.
The Village College meets most of the demand for adult education, with people seeking mostly courses involving sport or physical activity, or opportunities to improve domestic skills, to find creative outlets or to learn languages. The main factors stopping people
attending adult education are unavailability of the right course (37%), “other reasons”
(time? – 34%) and cost (31%).
Young people want courses in babysitting and car/cycle maintenance.

2.7

Sport, recreation and social activities

Football, squash and gymnastics (including keep fit) already have very active participation, but the level of interest (compared with participation) suggests that more people
would play tennis and badminton if facilities were available. Over Cricket Club and other
respondents want to see cricket on the Green. The football clubs want to improve the
pavilion, and 22% of respondents agreed.
Some groups (Women’s Institute, British Legion) already have high levels of participation, while others (Camera Club, History Society, Conservation Society, Ramblers,
yoga) generate plenty of interest that could be turned into participation.
The activities of the RSPB at Fen Drayton Lakes are generating by far the greatest
interest (27%) and are much appreciated.
35% of respondents want a swimming pool, 17% want more sport or physical
activity, and 10% want another social club or centre or restaurant.
Both adults and young people want more activity for children and young people.
Young people want youth club and holiday activities with their friends, and sports and
physical activity in the natural environment, including opportunities to participate in the
Duke of Edinburgh Awards or Arts Awards. Table 6 shows what activities and facilities
people would like to see in the village.
Proposals for improving the usage of existing public buildings (from respondents
including the Royal British Legion and the Over 50s) cover a wide range of possibilities,
including refurbishment of the Memorial Hall (22%) and an increase in sport and physical
activity at the Village College. Respondents also suggest a new social centre/
club/café/restaurant.
The provision of additional public open space is strongly supported (74%). When the
transfer of the land at the Green is complete, the Parish Council will be able to plan for
its use. 12% of respondents want more sport and physical activity on the Green. Most
people feel that open spaces, including playing fields, are adequately maintained, but that
dog fouling is a problem.
People also want better information on community facilities, including contacts, hire
rates and events. Information is available, generally in The Meridian, but some activities
would clearly benefit from being better publicised. For example, the Community Choir,
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though flourishing, was not mentioned in Question 3, and some respondents are
looking for a choir to join.
13% of respondents regard hire rates for the Memorial Hall and the Village
College as expensive, and feel that local residents should have preferential rates.
(These are already available to local people, but clearly this needs to be more
widely known.)
While many support the provision of more allotments in the village, relatively few people express interest in holding one. At present there are 13 allotment
holders and a waiting list of 9.
People express interest in organising and participating in community support and
activity groups. The questionnaires are confidential, so efforts are needed to identify these
people and put them in touch with each other.
The Bridleways Group suggests the creation of safe links and bridleways between
droves, villages and Fen Drayton Lakes, including using the Guided Bus maintenance
track, and a bridleway crossing over the A14. The Women’s Institute also supports the
expansion of bridleways, and the planting of new woodland.
Although it was too late to include questions about the Swavesey Festival in the
questionnaire, the festival’s reception has encouraged the Festival Committee to plan to
repeat it every two years.

2.8

Community facilities

The newsagent’s is used by over 90% of respondents and is clearly important to the
community. Many people want more shops, a wider choice of goods, more fresh food
and longer opening hours. Some shop services are considered inadequate, and items
expensive.
The Post Office is important to over 90% of respondents, and people stress the
importance of keeping the Post Office open. Again, people want longer opening hours.
The libraries, though used less than the shops and Post Office, have an enthusiastic
following, but many respondents want better choice and facilities, and longer opening
hours.
The visiting food vans are valued, and people want more frequent visits and more
stopping points.

2.9

Young people and the over 60s

Young people think Swavesey a good place in which to grow up. Their friendships and
the environment here are important to them. What they want are more structured activities – more sport, holiday activities, a Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme – and, above all,
more Youth Club activities. Travelling out of the village for entertainment is difficult, being
dependent on parents or public transport (costly, poor service). Young people want more
information about activities and Action for Youth, and would like to receive it via email and
a youth newsletter. They have concerns about bullying and anti-social behaviour, and can
feel unsafe, especially around the Green.
The over 60s represent 27% of respondents and play an important part in village
clubs and organisations, including the Over 50s and the Women’s Institute. Many retired
residents take an active role in promoting and supporting village activities. Older residents
in Boxworth End expressed concerns about public transport and access to hospitals and
clinics, shops and entertainment. Older residents generally express concerns about care
and support for the frail and less mobile.

2.10

Environment and recycling

The risks of flooding (27%) and litter and fly-tipping (15%) head the list of environmental
problems. 79% of respondents are concerned about flooding on footpaths and at Boxworth End, more than those concerned about the risk from the River Great Ouse (69%)
or Covells Drain (58%). (The effects of groundwater flooding are more visible, but flooding from the river would be much more widespread and damaging – see 1.16.)
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Nearly half of respondents would support a practical green agenda, though an equal
number want to know what this means. In addition, there are suggestions for starting an
environmental group and promoting renewable energy, and expressed hopes that the
Guided Bus will reduce traffic and save fuel indicate widespread interest in environmental and sustainability issues.
There is strong interest in the Nature Reserve, with 66% thinking the RSPB provides
enough information.
17% of households say they suffer from excessive noise (building works, aircraft,
dogs, at night from the Green), but less than 10% suffer from each of light pollution, air
pollution (including farm smells), and flooding (mostly on footpaths).
There is a very strong wish to maintain, and increase, the level of recycling.

Table 7
Q49 How could health services be
improved in Swavesey?
NHS dentist
Bigger surgery & more doctors

42
11

Wider range of services (osteo, physio,
chiro)

25

Longer or more flexible hours
Better/ disabled parking
Complementary medicine
Regular doctors
Better out of hours cover
More small procedures at surgery
E-mail for repeat prescriptions
Help with access to surgery
Health visitor

30
6
6
4
4
3
3
3
2

Over surgery prescriptions pickup at
Swavesey

2.11

3

Health services and community support

69% of respondents use Swavesey Surgery, with another 30% using Over Surgery. 60%
want access to a local NHS dentist. 17% want additional health services locally,
including physiotherapy, osteopathy, chiropody and more minor procedures. 5%
request complementary medicine or information about it. There are suggestions for
online appointments and repeat prescriptions.
20% want longer and more flexible surgery hours and only 30% are happy with outof-hours access to GP services. Only 7% want a larger surgery. Table 7 gives an analysis of suggestions.
Swavesey Surgery itself, like 4% of respondents, wants better parking facilities.
Respondents, the Over 50s and the surgery all highlight the need for help with
access to the surgery and other treatment centres. There is support for a volunteer
group, and a substantial number are willing to help with transport. Some volunteers
already operate, but the responses indicate more people are willing to help: see Table
8.

Information on complimentary medicine
1
Counselling
1
Health Education point
1
Pharmacy at Over
1
Online appointment bookings
1
Child clinic
1
Ability to get premium service
1
First Responder group
1
Vet (!)
1
Surgery is excellent
4
Total 155

“The surgery is very good”
“A Health Education point would be
useful”

2.12

Table 8
Q43: It has been suggested that a volunteer network group be formed
to provide "neighbourly" help
Tick all that apply

There is a need for such a group

Would you use such a group

Would you be willing to help
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Faith groups

19% of respondents are members of faith groups, but 73% are
not; 16% attend a church once a month or more often in
Swavesey, with another 10% attending elsewhere. 58% very
rarely attend.
52% say the churches serve their needs for worship well,
but these respondents include many who are not faith group
members. Only 8% of respondents express a need for another
faith group based in Swavesey.
There is a strong perception that St Andrews needs to be
more accessible, with 10 of 32 respondents giving this answer;
others feel the facilities at St Andrews need improvement. Four
respondents suggest more joint church services, informal services and meetings, and children’s activities.

Businesses and farmers

Nearly all the businesses tell us they are satisfied with their location in Swavesey and want
to expand here – only three out of 49 are unsatisfied. Among the reasons for locating in
Swavesey are the transport connections, competitive rents compared with Cambridge or
that the directors live locally.
The 49 businesses employ approximately 820 people, of whom 308 live locally, so
more development at Buckingway Business Park could improve local employment
prospects. Another 512 employees had transferred with a business (mainly from Cambridge) or were recruited through agencies.
Table 9 shows what the businesses tell us they wish to see.
Because the major issues facing farmers are national rather than local (climate
change, economic rationalisation), specific recommendations are beyond the scope of
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Table 9 What businesses wish to see
Improvements in traffic flow at the A14 and reduced congestion
in the village, especially near the Primary School

61%

Improvements in security, visible policing and street lighting

43%

Improved catering and facilities on Buckingway Business Park

29%

Improved public transport and cycle paths for employees and apprentices

18%

Better control of parking and resulting rubbish at Buckingway Business Park

6%

More meeting facilities, and facilities for the young

8%

this report. Nonetheless, farmers generally gave similar responses to other respondents
about urban development and floodwater management.

2.14

Community safety, law and order

66% of respondents always feel safe in the village; another
32% feel safe sometimes, and some respondents specifically
added “most of the time”. Overall this indicates a high perception of safety in the village: see Table 10. Young people are
concerned about bullying and intimidation, and they and
adults both mentioned the Green and High Street as places
where they feel anxious, especially in the evenings.
While 52% categorise Police presence as adequate or
better, the other 48% class it as poor; Police Community Support gets very similar ratings. 40% of respondents want an
increased Police presence and better Police response to
reported incidents: see Table 11.
The Neighbourhood Watch is seen as useful by 71%, but
some feel it should be more active and better publicised.
34% of respondents call for more action on anti-social
behaviour, loitering, vandalism, under-age drinking and drugs,
speeding, and unlawful settlement; 9% call for more youth
facilities and greater parental control of young people.

2.15

Transport, roads and road safety

Table 10
Q56: Do you feel safe in the village?
Tick one only

Always

Sometimes

Rarely

Never
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Table 11
Q57: Do you think that the Police presence in Swavesey is …?
Tick one only

Excellent

90% of respondents use their cars for business and work,
Good
social and leisure purposes, and shopping. Most do not share
car use, though some do so for social and leisure use and
Adequate
shopping.
The bus service is the main mode of transport for only 6%
Poor
of respondents (compared with 80% who mainly use their
cars). Even walking scores higher (9%), but for respondents
0
50
100
without cars (including young people and the Over 50s) it is
essential. The main problems cited with the bus service are
inconvenience, longer journey times, restricted hours and no
service to the desired destination. The bus service is used principally for leisure and shopping trips.
Questionnaire respondents, Swavesey Surgery, the Over 50s and the Women’s Institute comment that the lack of bus service in Boxworth End makes life particularly difficult
for non-drivers and those with mobility problems, and taxis do not compensate for the
shortcomings of the bus service. (Since the questionnaires were returned, the Number
15 service has been rerouted through Boxworth End; its performance should be monitored.)
Respondents think that parking could be better organised in High Street (86%) and
in Market Street (74%), and in Middle Watch at particular times. They believe overnight
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parking facilities for heavy goods vehicles are needed to prevent
parking problems on the Fen Drayton Lakes road (91%) and at
Q16: Do think you will use the Guided Bus when it is
commissioned
Buckingway Business Park (60%).
Tick one only
78% of Questionnaire respondents and the Women’s
Institute see speeding as a problem and think the speed limit is appropriate; 60% consider the traffic calming measures
To Go to Work
ineffective.
The Guided Bus prompted more responses than any other
To Go to Education
question: see Tables 12 and 13.
About 58% of people think they will use the Guided Bus.
Many
fear that it will mean increased parking and traffic, will
Other
lead to reduced bus services elsewhere and will be detrimental
Unlikely to use the
to wildlife and environment. Most intending users say they will
service
walk to the Guided Bus stop, but some will drive and park nearby. A significant number express concerns about the level of
0
50
100
150
200
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300
350
service and fares.
Others think it will improve access to Cambridge, St Ives
“It can only be a white elephant …”
and other places, reduce traffic and increase house prices.
Many people think facilities for cyclists are reasonable, and those who disagree point
“It will turn the village into a car
to the need for cycleways to Buckingway Business Park and from Swavesey to
park …”
Longstanton. People noted that the Guided Bus maintenance track will provide a safe
“It will improve access to St Ives and
cycle route, but that cycles will not be carried on the bus.
Cambridge”
People consider that roads in the village are not adequately maintained, but think the
pavements are in better order, except where drainage is poor. Both roads and footpaths
Table 13
are generally considered to have adequate lighting.
Table 12

Q18 What will be the impact of the
Guided Bus on the village?
Increased parking, traffic & congestion

2.16
174

Detriment to environment & wildlife

36

Poor access from Boxworth End

28

Reduced bus service

25

Unwanted eyesore, waste of money

20

Level of fares & service?

24

Increased crime, vandalism, ASB

7

Loss of walks

4

Disturbance & noise

3

No cycles allowed on bus

3

Increased Council tax

2

Light pollution

1

Urbanisation

1

Flood risk

1

Too many street signs

1

Little/ no impact

Over 90% of respondents say The Meridian is the best source of information about
Swavesey, followed by word of mouth, notice boards and shop windows. Opinion on the
need for a Parish Council information point is split evenly.
Young people want more information about Swavesey Action for Youth, sports and
activities, by email or newsletter.
“The Meridian is excellent. Long may it flourish.”

9

Improved access to Cambridge/ St Ives

69

Reduced traffic on A14 & in village

32

Increased house prices, commuters

11

Benefit

5

Fuel saving

1

Safer

1

Safer cycleway

Village communications

1
Total 459
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