Swavesey Parish Council
Annual Report 2015/16
Welcome to the Parish Council’s Annual Report for
2015/16. We have seen yet another busy year for the
Parish Council for many meetings, discussions and
projects taking place. Your council spends much time
ensuring the views and wishes of our residents are
heard and represented within the village and to
District and County authorities, particularly as at
present there are many changes proposed which will
directly affect the village and lives of our residents
including Northstowe, A14 improvements and
pressure on development in and around South Cambs
and Cambridge City.
A few of the main areas of work this year have been:

NEW Website

www.swavesey.org.uk

In October we launched our NEW Parish website. The
new site is brighter, clearer and easier to use with up
to date news on Parish Council discussions, village
organisations, events and links to other information
relating to the village. We hope you have all taken a
look at the new site. All of the discussions held at
Parish Council meetings are detailed on the site,
either within the Minutes, consultation documents or
on the posts on the Home page.

Post Office

Following extensive village consultation, the Post
Office Counter moved to inside the CostCutter Store
on Middlewatch during February. Please do continue
to use the Post Office Services in the new location to
ensure we keep this vital service in our village.

Market Street Improvements

Unfortunately this project is taking longer than
anticipated to complete, due to work pressures on
County Council staff who have to organise the legal
administration of the highway works. We now expect
the formal consultations to start after June, to enable
the lining work to be carried later this year.

Environment Agency and Mare Fen
Continued delays by the Environment Agency means
that work has still not yet started on Mare Fen and
riverbank improvement works. The Parish Council has
now taken this up with our MP Heidi Allen and we
hope that Heidi can help move this forward, so that
work can take place during 2016.

More news inside……….
Pipe drainage work on
the Recreation Green

Recreation Green

Funding was secured from AmeyCespa’s Community
Fund, together with parish S106 receipts to complete
a major drainage scheme on the green. This will
improve ground conditions for football matches and
the many other activities which take place on the
green. We thank you for your patience during the
restricted use of the green whilst the work took place
and until football was able to resume.

Neighbourhood Planning

As with many other South Cambs villages, Swavesey is
being targeted by developers for unplanned
residential development outside of our village
framework boundary. This is happening because the
South Cambs District Council Local Plan has not been
approved and therefore cannot prove a 5-yr land
supply for residential development. The Parish
Council has made objections and serious concerns
over the proposals, which could mean up to 200+
additional homes. School places, drainage, traffic and
transport being the main concerns. You can keep up
to date with news on these proposals via our website.

New Parish website
www.swavesey.org.uk

I would like to thank my fellow Councillors, Parish
Council staff and volunteers on the working parties,
project groups and committees for all their time and
hard work during this year.
Martin Johnston
Chairman
May 2016

www.swavesey.org.uk

Explanation of Large Amounts

Summary Receipts & Payments Account
Year Ending 31st March 2016
31/03/2015
£
53,290.00
30.23
1,200.96
430.38
32,710.78
1,287.26
35,167.00
220.26
622.28

RECEIPTS
Precept
Interest on Investments
Agency Services (Verge cutting)
Rents, Donations, Grants
S.106 Commuted Sum
General Administration
Recreational Areas
Grounds & Village Maintenance
Allotment Site

124,959.15 TOTAL RECEIPTS

1,506.90
6,374.00
4,885.46
36,266.47
576.67
5,251.95
3,026.06
40,790.30
622.28
3,000.00
0.00

31/03/2016
£
54,800.00
33.55
1,200.96
10,207.86
22,346.43
30.80
0.00
43,456.00
674.16
132,749.76

PAYMENTS
Agency Services
Grants to Community Clubs/Charities
Loan Repayments
Admin, Insurances, staff, subscriptions
Capital spending (asset purchase)
Grounds Maintenance
Village Maintenance Work
Recreation Green, Play area
Allotment Site project
Community Warden Scheme
Donations

102,300.09 TOTAL PAYMENTS

1,211.56
5,201.60
4,885.46
37,564.04
109.97
64,813.14
1,611.03
2,903.88
674.16
3,000.00
207.43

The Parish Council’s main source of income is
the Precept, which is collected through the
Council Tax by South Cambridgeshire District
Council. For a Band D property, Swavesey’s
2015/16 precept of £54,800 represented just
£59.39 per household per year.
S106 funds are generated through new
developments and are paid to Parish Councils
for community open space improvements and
indoor community facilities. S106 receipts
have been used towards Recreation Green
drainage work, facilities at the Memorial Hall
and public open space improvements.
The Council has two employees: the Clerk
who carries out all of the administration, legal
and advisory work for the Council and the
Handyman who helps to maintain public open
spaces throughout the village.
Administration
costs
include
annual
subscriptions, insurances, general and office
administration, staff costs and legal fees.
Loan repayments are for the Community
Sports Pavilion (a 10yr loan to 2021).
Grounds
maintenance
includes
all
grasscutting and tree maintenance on Parish
owned land.
1% 4% 0% 3%
1% 1%

122,182.27
31%

26,790.68
Balance as at 01/04/2015 > 23,162.30
124,959.15 Add Receipts
132,749.76
102,300.09 Deduct Payments
122,182.27
49,449.74
33,729.79
26,287.44 Transfers to/from Reserves
5,456.14
23,162.30
General Fund Balance 31/03/2016 > 28,273.65

Balance Sheet:
23,162.30
42,129.09
65,291.39

General Funds
Earmarked Reserves

75,858.88
28,273.65
47,585.23
75,858.88

53%

2%
4%

Administration & Staff
Recreation/Play Area
Loan Repayments
Grounds Maintenance
Village Maintenance
Agency Services
Allotment Site
Community Grants
Capital
Community Warden

More on what we did in 2015/16
Community Grants:

Grants to village organisations are an
important area where we can support the
local community:
 maintenance of the Churchyard and
Cemetery
 presentation screen for main hall of the
Memorial Hall
 Scout Group – paint for the Scout Hut

Community Open Space

 Maintenance and management of village

ponds
 Moat Way – further landscaping
improvements
 Maintenance of Constable’s Rood
wildlife garden
 Consultation on improvements to
Carters Way/Priory Ave play space

Community Services

Supporting the Community Warden Scheme
which visits elderly residents, enabling them
to continue to live independently in their
own homes. The Parish Council provides
annual funding towards this scheme

Who are your Councillors and what will
they be working on…?
Parish Councils play a vital part in obtaining and representing local
views on various issues and are consulted by other public authorities
such as District & County Councils, Health Authorities and
Government Departments on a wide variety of issues affecting their
parish.
Decisions are taken by the elected councillors at legally convened
meetings, which are all open to the public. Agendas are displayed on
the Parish Council noticeboard outside of the Memorial Hall in the
High Street and on the Parish Council website. Minutes of all
meetings are also published on the Parish Council website.
Council work includes:

 Maintenance of public open spaces at:





The Recreation Green
▪ Market Street Green
Children’s play areas
▪ Moat Way
Village ponds
▪ Constable’s Rood
Carters Way/Priory Avenue

 Together with the Allotment Association, Hale Road Allotment Site
 On behalf of the County Council: highway verge cutting
 On behalf of the District Council: grasscutting of community
garden areas around Thistle Green Sheltered Housing

 Provides and maintains bus shelters, seats, plants tubs, parish
noticeboards

 Works with the District Council to provide and maintain dog-waste
bins and litter bins around the village

 Comments on, but not decides on, all planning applications within
Clearing reeds
from Swan Pond

the parish

 Implementation of the Parish Plan Action Plan
Committees / Working Groups /Trustees

Community Warden Scheme
Tea Party

Constable’s Rood
Community
Wildlife Garden

To manage the above, Parish Councillors are expected to serve on a
variety of committees or working groups including: Finance,
Personnel, Recreation Green and Ponds Maintenance as well as be
elected as representatives and trustees to support the work of the
following village bodies:












Swavesey Fire Relief Charity (Frere Cottages)
The Thomas Galon Charity
The Swavesey Byways Committee
Meridian Magazine Committee
Swavesey Community Pavilion Committee
Festival Steering Group
The Memorial Hall Charity
Swavesey Action for Youth Committee
Swavesey Community Warden Steering Committee
Community Management Committee - Village College
Performance Hall (Swavesey Venue)

SWAVESEY PARISH COUNCIL
(June 2016)

The Parish Council consists of 11 Councillors who are elected for 4 years and represent
an electorate of 1,864 (a population of approx. 2,400)
The next Parish Council elections will take place in 2018
Councillors:
Will Wright - Chairman
John Pook – Vice Chairman
Lisa Boyes
James Dodson
Stuart Faben
Doug Hunt
Martin Johnston
Hannah Parish
Colin Parsons
Sandie Smith
Keith Wilderspin

203172
230978
232603
230560
07887906982
232478
200605
203035
230861
232356
230083

will.wright48@virginmedia.com
pookjhn@aol.com
windmillkennels@oneservice.co.uk
jamesdodson.highfieldfarm@virgin.net
stuart@fabenjoinery.com
doughuntuk@yahoo.co.uk
martin.johnston1@ntlworld.com
hannah.parish@niab.com
trinityengineering@sky.com
cambridgegills@hotmail.co.uk
keith.wilderspin@btinternet.com

Parish Council Minutes, Agendas and other documents are available to view in pdf format on the

Parish website - www.swavesey.org.uk
Parish Council email address
clerk@swavesey.org.uk
Postal Address
Clerk, Mrs Linda Miller, 21 Thistle Green, Swavesey, Cambs, CB24 4RJ
District and County Council contacts:
District Councillor: Sue Ellington 07774 146331 •
sue.ellington@virgin.net

County Councillor: Mandy Smith 07801 825402
mandysmith310@btinternet.com

WHAT DO YOU THINK ?

We would be delighted to hear from you on any of the topics
mentioned in this Report or any other matters of concern.

Do remember also that all Parish Council meetings are open to the public
….and all Parish Council News and village updates can be found on the Parish Website at

www.swavesey.org.uk
Produced by Swavesey Parish Council, June 2016

